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Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: . . 
that ye stand fast in one spirit with one mind striving together for 
the faith of the gospel.— Put. 1: 27. 
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TESTIMONY or Vaniovs CHRISTIAN FATHERS THAT THE n VISI- 
TED Bnrraꝶm— FRO CLEMENT To NicEPHORUS—OPINIONS OF MODERN 
WRITERS. 


CHAPTER VI. 


% Wandering through the West 
Did holy Paul awhile in Britain dwell, 
And call the fountain forth by miracle, 
And with dread signs the nascent streams invest? 
Or he, whose bonds dropp’d off, whose prison doors 
Flew open, by an angel’s voice unbarr’d? 
Or some of humbler name to these wild shores 
7 Storm-driven, who, having seen the cup of woe 
Pass from their Master, sojourned here to guard 
‘The precious current they had taught to flow?” 


LET us now examine the testimony that exists that some of the Apostles 
visited and ministered in Britain. That chain of testimony is unbroken. 
for several centuries. Author after author affirms without hesitation that 
such was the case. 

Clemens reer the intimate friend and fellow laborer of rere 
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A. D. 96 (J. Epistle ad Corinth) “St. Paul preached in the East and West, 
leaving behind him an illustrious record of his faith, having taught the 
whole world righteousness, and having traveled even to the utmost bounds 
of the West.” 

This statement will undoubtedly include Britain, it we consider what is 
meant by “the bounds of the West.” Other writers use this same expres- 
sion. Plutarch, in the life of Caesar, speaking of his expedition into 
Britain, says: He was the first who brought a fleet into the Western 
ocean ” by which he understands the sea between Gaul and Britain. 
And Theodoret (Hist. Religios 26: 331) reckons up the inhabitants of 
Spain, of Britain and Gaul, (“who,” saith he, “lie between the other 
two?”) as those “who dwell in the bounds of the West; and among these 
the Britons must be in the utmost bounds, because the Gauls lie in the 
midst. Herodotus (lib. 4: 273) says, “The Celtic are the most western of 
all Europeans.” Cave also, in his life of St. Paul, says, that by the 
“Tslands that lie in the ocean,” Theodoret undoubtedly means Britain. 

In the second century Irenaeus* A. D. 178, asserts that “the church in 
his time was spread throughout the world; and particularly specifies the 
churches in Germany, Iberia (i. e. Spain), among the Celts (i. e. in Gaul 
and Britain), in the East, in Egypt, in Libya, and in the center of the 
world, by which he no doubt means Palestine (lib. i. o. 2, 3). He is speak- 
ing of the Regula Fidei, or Rule of Faith, as the sacred treasure committed 
to the church, and says, “There is no difference of faith or tradition in 
any of these countries; but as the sun, God’s creature, is one and the same 
in all the world, so also the preaching of the truth shines everywhere, 
and lighteth every one who will come to a knowledge of the truth. Liv- 
ing so near to the time of the Apostle, Irenaeus may be considered one of 
the most important witnesses of the truth delivered by them.” | 

Tertullian (A. D. 193-220)t speaks of the church having extended to all 
the boundaries of Spain, and the different nations of Gaul, and part of 
Britain, inaccessible to the Romans, but subject to Christ. “His allusion 
to the fact is quite incidental; but from the manner in which he introduces 
it, we cannot help concluding that it had been for some time established. 
He is arguing with the Jews (Tertul. con. J ene, o. me that the Messiah 
whom they expected, was already come“ 

{TO BE 


except that he was a prominent elder in the 
church. He died probably about A. D. 100. His writings, which were numerous, were 
held in high estimation by the ancient church. 


_ *Trenaeus.—A celebrated Greek church father. 
studied under Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna; became Bishop of Lyons in 177, where he 
was martyred about A. D. 202 in the persecution under the emperor Septimus Severus. 


+ Tertullian.—Born at Carthage about 150 A. D,; died about 230. A celebrated eocle- 
siastical writer, one of the fathers of the Latin church. He became converted to Chris- 
aia et lived in Rome and Carthage; and became a Montanist about 203. His 
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ax shall know them by their fruits. Do men r of thorns 
or figs of: thistles?” so said the Savior of mankind. (Matt. 7: 16.) The 
Latter-day Saints, or“ Mormons” as they are commonly called, have been 
derided and persecuted and all manner of evil has been spoken against 
them, even by people who call themselves Christians. That in this false 
witness has been borne against them, may be definitely proved if the 
criterion given by Christ is accepted. Having obeyed the Gospel as res- 
tored to earth by angelic visitations and administered by divine authority, 
large numbers of the Saints have congregated in the valleys of the Rocky 
Mountains in obedience to the command, “Gather my Saints together 
unto me, those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” (Psalm 
50: 5.) And also: Come out of her (Babylon) my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sins and that ye receive not of her plagues.” (Rev. 


18: 4. 
The Desert Shall Blossom’ as the Rose. 


In the year 1847 a company of Pioneers, led by the Prophet Brigham 
Young, successor of the Martyr Joseph Smith, who was slain for the 
Gospel's sake, marched from the Missouri River across prairies and moun- 
tains, sand wastes and rivers, through the wilderness known as the Great 
American Desert, to the place in the mountains where they had been 
directed by Joseph Smith when living with them in Nauvoo, On July 
24th of that year they halted in the valley of the Great Salt Lake, be- 
held by Brigham Young in vision before they commenced their weary 
journey. Not a human habitation was to be seen. The sun-baked land 
brought forth sagebrush and weeds, Rain was almost unknown and the 
melting snows from the mountain tops came down but in narrow and 
scanty streams. But they plowed the parched ground and turned upon 
it the trickling waters; they sowed in faith and trusted in God for the 
harvest which alone could save them from starvation. The little band 
was composed of but 147 persons who had left civilization more than a 
thousand miles iles behind. M To-day nearly three hundred thousand people, 
gathered from all parts of the world, dwell in peace and harmony in 
flourishing cities and towns or upon fruitful farms and luxuriant ranches 
reaping the results of thrift and industry and the blessings of God upon 
the land and upon their labors. In the cities are fine residences, com- 
fortable cottages, business establishments, manufacturing enterprises, 
broad st streets lined with magnificent trees and with clear streamlets on 
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either side, lighted by electricity and supplied with pure water from 
works owned by the people. Grand school houses have been erected, 
spacious places of worship, noble public buildings and splendid temples 
costing from one million to four million dollars each. All kinds of grains 
and fruits and flowers are produced in abundance; the rain-falls have 
wonderfully increased, springs have burst forth in dry spots, grass grows 
on the hillsides and in the meadows, cattle and sheep graze on a eed 
hills, and the face of nature smiles and shines with beauty. 


Fulfillment of Prophecy. 


This 8 transformation has been brought about by the blessings 
of Almighty God upon the faith and works of His Saints gathered from 
afar. Zion that brought good tidings the everlasting Gospel restored 
to earth—has gone up “into the high mountain.” The spirit has been 
poured out from on high, and the wilderness has become a “fruitful 
field.” “The people of the Lord dwell in peaceable habitations, in sure 
dwellings, in quiet resting places.” They are sowing “beside all waters.” 
“The wilderness and the solitary place is glad for them, the desert re- 
joices and blossoms abundantly.” They are the “ransomed of the Lord, 
and have eome to Zion with songs of everlasting joy.” _ Isaiah 40: 9; 
32: 15-20; 35: 1-10.) 

Other Fruits. 

Every Sabbath day the children assemble in Sunday 0 under a 
system which is not excelled in any part of the world. In the afternoon 
and evening the Saints assemble in their Tabernacles and meeting houses, 
and receive instruction by the voice of inspiration and the reading of holy 
writ. Societies are organized for the instruction of juveniles, of young 
men and women, of ladies of matrre age and for all classes of the com- 
munity. To serve God and keep His commandments is held up as the 
first duty of His people. To labor for the salvation of the living and the 
redemption of the dead i is placed above all earthly considerations, The 
Charch has now in the mission field fifteen hundred or more missionaries, 
traveling without purse and scrip,” without pay of any kind, depending 
upon God and friends whom He may raise up to them for their daily sus- 
tenance, The Church organization revealed from heaven is recognized. by 
all who investigate, as the grandest. and most complete ever known on 
7 . The industry, order, devotion, unity and brotherly love displayed 
by the Latter-day Saints are the admiration and commendation of both 
friend and foe. The work they have performed under divine direction 
is a marvel to all who have visited the cities of the Saints. or know of 
their achievements. What is the tree that has brought forth these ex- 
cellent fruits? It is the Church of Jesus. e eee aints. 
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“Mast Sutter Perssvution. 

It is true that the “Mormons” are a people who have been “‘every- 
where spoken against,” but this was a characteristic of the Saints in the 
original Christian Church. Paul said: “They that live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution.” Jesus exclaimed: ‘Woe, unto you when 
all men speak well of you.” He prophesied of His disciples: ‘Ye shall 
be hated of all nations for my name's sake.“ But there are a number of 
brave men who, after visiting Utah, have not been afraid to speak their 
honest sentiments concerning that despised people. Among them are 
the following, whose published remarks are but samples of others that 
might be adduced: | 

| Brave Honest Opinions. 

Bishop D. 8. Tuttle of the Episcopal church, who resided in Salt Lake 
City, had the following in the New York Sun: We of the East are 
accustomed to look upon the Mormons as either a licentious, arrogant, or 
rebellious mob, bent only on defying the United States government and 
deriding the faith of the Christians. This is not so. I know them to be 
honest, faithful, prayerful workers, and earnest in their faith that heaven 
will bless the Church of Latter-day Sainte. Another strong and admir- 
able feature; in the Mormon religion is the tenacious and efficient organi- 
zation. They follow with the ner Wes care all the forms of the old 
Church.“ 


Henry Edger says, in the New York Evolution: ‘Driven by mob vio- 
lence from one state to another, despoiled of their legitimate possessions 
—fruits of honest toil—this despised and grossly wronged people found 
their way at last across the trackless desert and by an almost „3 
perseverance and industry created an oasis in the desert itself.“ 


Elder Miles Grant, editor of the World's Crisis. says: “After a careful 
observation, for some days we came to the settled conclusion that there is 
less licentiousness in Salt Lake City than in any other oné of the same 
size in the United States; and were we to bring up a family of children 
in these last days ef wickedness, we should have less fears of their moral 
corruption were they in that city than in any other.” 


Gov. Safford of Arizona wrote as follows: ‘They have no drones, and 
the work they have accomplished in so short a time is truly wonderful. 
All concede that we need an energetic, industrious, economical and self- 
_ relying people to subdue and bring into use the vast, unproductive lands 
of Arizona, These Mormons fill every one of the above requirements.” 


Gen. Thomas L. Kane of Pennsylvania, after four years experience with 
the Mormons; declared: l have not heard a single charge made ag | 
them as à community, agains their habitual purity of life, their willing 
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integrity, their toleration of religious difference of opinion, their regard 
for the laws, their devotion to the Constitutional government under which 
we live, that I do not from my own observation or upon aun 1 
others know to be unfoun 


Chief Justice White, sent to Utah by the U. S. government, teatified: 
“Industry, frugality, temperance, honesty are with them the common 
practices of life. This land they have redeemed from sterility and occu- 
pied its once barren solitudes with cities, villages, cultivated fields and 
farm-houses, and made it the habitation of a numerous people, where a 
| beggar is never seen and alms-houses are neither needed nor known.” 


The late Hon. Bayard Taylor, U. S. minister to Germany, remarked: 
“We must admit that Salt Lake City is one of the most quiet, orderly 
and moral places in the world. . . . The Mormons as a people are 
the most temperate of Americans. They are chaste, laborious and gener- 
ally cheerful, and what they have accomplished in so short a time under 
every circumstance of discouragement, will always form one of = most 
remarkable chapters in our history.” 


Persecution and Deliverance. 


Notwithstanding the facts set forth in the foregoing, the Congress of 
the United States was moved upon tor several years by anti-Mormon 
preachers of different sects, and by petitions from good, pious, but de- 
ceived “Christian” people, also by adventurers who desired to profit by 
inroads upon the Mormons, to enact stringent and oppressive measures 
looking to the suppression of what they called “Mormonism.” It was 
thought by the enemies of the Saints that they could be driven again 
from their possessions, as they had been driven by mob violence from 
the states of Missouri and Illinois, where their property became a prey to 
their so-called Christian persecutors, and where many of their number 
were brutally murdered in cold blood, their Prophet and Patriarch, Joseph 
and Hyrum Smith, being among that number. For some time these 
efforts gave great promise of success. Much suffering was endured by 
the Saints, but they possessed their souls in patience, having faith in the 
promises of God made to them through their Prophets and Apostles, and 
the testimony of the Holy Spirit. The day of their deliverance from this 
injustice, sorrow, and tribulation has come. Their true character has been 
. measurably recognized, and Utah has been admitted into the Union as a 
free and sovereign State, on an equal footing with the other states in the 
Federal compact. 


Court Investigation. 


There yet remains in the world great ignorance concerning the Latter- 5 
day Sainte, their purposes and works, their doctrines and teachings, and 
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the spirit and power of their faith. To these they invite the investiga- 
tion of every rational mind. They urge comparison of their principles, 
their Church and the ordinances, gifts, and spirit thereof with those set 
forth in the New Testament, in contrast with the contending and dis- 
cordant religions of modern Christendom. They know that they have 
received the truth, and that God has revealed it in the present age, 
They have received a divine witness, every one for himself. They are 
building up Zion in the West. They are sending forth the Gospel into 
all the world as a witness to the nations before the end shall come. 
Day of Warning. 

This is a day of warning. Tt vin be followed by a time of judgmente, 
The Lord is about to shake terribly the kingdoms of this world. War, 
pestilence, famine, earthquake, whirlwind, and the devouring fire, with 
signs in the heavens and on the earth, will immediately precede the great 
consummation which is close at hand. These are the last days. All that 
has been foretold by the Holy Prophets concerning them is about to be 
literally fulfilled. The everlasting Gospel has been restored to the earth 
as one of the signs of the latter days. Israel is being gathered. The 
elect of God are assembling from the four quarters of the earth. The 
way is opening for the redemption of Judah. Soon all things will be in 
commotion; men's hearts failing them for fear and looking for the things 
that are coming on the earth.” The places of refuge appointed are in 
Zion and in Jerusalem. The Lord, even Jesus the Messiah, will come to 
His Holy Temple. He will be glorified in His Saints, but will “take 
vengeance on them that know not God and obey not the Gospel.” He 
will break in pieces the nations as a potter's vessel. He will sweep the 
earth as with a besom of destruction. He will establish righteousness 
upon it and give dominion to His people. The meek shall inherit the 
earth and the wicked be cut off forever.” Therefore, repent and turn 
unto Him all ye nations, and obey Him all ye people, for these words are 
true and faithful and are given by His spirit! Salvation has come unto 


you; reject it not leat ye fall and perish. The time is at hand! 
W. PENROSE. 


Working Our SatvatTion.—Now let us get on to the command, “Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” That is what I wanted 
to get at. You have to be active. God's sovereignty and power evoke 
human responsibility and activity. You have it, therefore work it out. 
To use the common illustration there is a load of bricks here, a load of 
timber and some slates. That is not a house. No; but there is the mak- 
ing of one, and you can make the house out of it. Now the Lord lays: 
all down at our door; He puts it into our hearts; He comes with the plan 
and specification of the material, and says, “Now work them — 


‘thy 
AG 
FE 
28 
22 
Pps 
2 
* 
¥, 
— —„V ¹¹⁰ ½ům ̃ ̃ m ˖ m⅛m' 
4 
= 
— 
2% 
* 
̃ ⁰ mXQXQXAXA— ... ⁵ ] ] ] ]ꝝ] ͤ̃ . ] ] 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


— 


7 


ARE THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS SINCERE? 


THOSE who accuse the Latter-day Saints of cleaned are either totally 
ignorant of the evidences of sincerity found in the history of that people 
and in the sacrifices that they are constantly making for their religion, or 
else are determined, in spite of such evidences, to fill their own cup of 
iniquity by vilifying a people whose lives are one continuous contradiction 
to those slanderous accusations. Was it an indication of insincerity when | 
the Prophet of the Nineteenth Century, Joseph Smith, voluntarily ac- 
cepted a life of hardships and _ perils by day and by night; and at last 
went to his death, knowing it was coming, and all for the testimony of 
Jesus which he bore? Was it an indication of insincerity when his. suc- 
cessor, Brigham Young, and his fellow religionists left all they possessed 
to be confiscated by their enemies in Missouri and Illinois and entered on 
a pilgrimage more beset with perils, than any other recorded in the pages 
of history, rather than to deny the divinity of the mission ee to 
them! 

Is it possible that those who followed the early pioneers ere adsense 
when they would press on undaunted over a stretch of 1200 miles of a 
forbidding wilderness inhabited only by wild beasts and savage Indians, 
and, had the trail of the pioneers been obliterated, they could almost 
have found their way by the graves made by those who preceded them, 
or by the skeletons of the animals that, overcome by fatigue, had been left 
behind and devoured by the prairie wolves? While this was going on, and 
five hundred of their most able-bodied men were in the army of the United 
States in defense of their country during the Mexican War, they were 
sending missionaries without purse or scrip to carry the gospel tidings to 
Great Britain and other parts of the earth. All this might have been 
avoided if they only would have abandoned their faith by denying the 
divinity of their mission and that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God. 

But no, immediately on getting settled, they set to work building meet- 
ing houses in which they could offer up their devotions to the Most High 
and thank Him for their deliverance from the hands of the robber and the 
assassin. This was followed, in their poverty, by the commencing of a 
temple which was forty years in oourse- of construction,’costing nearly 
£1,000,000, and is now the wonder and admiration of tourists from all 


parts of the earth. Three other temples costing in the aggregate about 
the same amount as the Salt Lake Temple, have been built in the interim. 
There are now over 1700 mhissionaries out in different parte of the earth 
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traveling and preaching without salaries and bearing their own expenses 
for two or three years all for the love of mankind. 

I would ask in the name of all that is honest and true, are these things 
indicative of insincerity? If they are, what would it require to prove to 
some minds the sincerity of human religious profession? 

But say some, it is the leaders who are lacking in sincerity, while the 
masses of the people are their dupes. 

The present leaders are the men who have borne the burden in the heat 
of the day, by carrying the Gospel to the world without money and wivh- 
out price, leaving their homes, and those who are most dear to them, for 
years at a time, and facing the scoffs and scorns of the world, as did the 
Apostles of old, and many of them, instead of receiving salaries as is cus- 
tomary in the other denominations, are, voluntarily, paying thousands of 
dollars annually into the church fund in tithes, and offerings. — 

Judge ye of their sincerity from these works, which are the fruitage of 
a faith that is beyond the comprehension of those self-righteous Pharisees 
who are falsely maligning a people who, if necessary, wows freely give 
their lives for the cause they have espoused. 


A. W. 


Tue Anchor Lines.s. Furnessia, which sailed from Glasgow on September 
8 with a company of returning Elders and Saints on board, arrived in New 
York on September 17, with all well. 


Expers ordering books or tracts from this office will please name the 
Conference in which they are laboring. This will save trouble and aid in 
avoiding confusion in the accounts. 


Evers W. D. eens WE H. Pitt and. B. S. Wilson, who were expect- 
ing to sail for home on N 1, wit sail on September 22. 


WE are in of of merit which we are obliged 
to lay over for future use on account of lack of space. 


3 e named missionaries from Zion arrived on the 
American Line s. s. Russia, on Saturday, September 17, 1898: For the 
British Mission David M. Muir of Beaver, and Isaac S. Smith of Logan. 
For the Scandinavian Mission—George A. Torgeson of Logan, and Ole 
Peterson of Grover, Wyo. For the German Mission—Heber L. Naegle of 
Toquerville. 

Sister Emily Atkins of Salt Lake City, and Miss Lillie Jones of Martins 
— Ohio, mee the en they are going to visit relatives in 

ales. 

Elder Isase Smith has boon laboring for the past yosr 
States Mission. 


RELEASES AND 3 Elder J. D. Holther has been released 
„ Elder in the Leeds * appointed to assist in 
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the business department of the Liverpool Office, taking the place of Elder 
Geo. E. Carpenter who has been released to return home. 

Elder S. J. Callon has been released as a Traveling Elder in the Séw- 
castle Conference and appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 
Welsh Conference. 

David M. Muir has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 
Scottish Conference. : 

Isaac S. Smith has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder i in the 
London Conference. 


PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


FurTHER PARTICULARS OF HIS DEATH AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
FuNERAL. | 


PRESIDENT Wooprvurr's death occurred at the home of Colonel Isaac 
Trumbo in San Francisco, California, on the morning of Friday, September 
2, at 6:40. 

The following items from the Deseret News will, no doubt, be read with 
interest by the Elders and Saints throughout the European Mission: CS 


THE PRESIDENTS LAST HOURS. 


It will be welcome news to the people of Utah, and to many elsewhere 
that President Woodruff’s last hours upon earth were painless and peace- 
ful and that his passing away was as unruffled as a summer's dream. He 
simply slept away into the sleep of death without a movement or struggle 
of any kind. | 

Regarding his condition before death President Cannon said to a Vews 
representative to-day: During his stay in San Francisco President 
Woodruff slept and rested well and ate with a growing appetite. He 
gave not the slightest indication of ailment and in fact was not ailing at 


all. On Monday, a week ago to-day, we were out riding in the park to- 


gether and he was particularly talkative and cheerful, so much so that I 
made special note of it. On Tuesday he did not go out but felt well. 
Wednesday morning he wrote letters and made entries in his daily diary, 
but did not feel well and was somewhat uneasy. On Thursday his con- 
dition was less favorable and he commenced to grow more apprehensive. 
About 2 o'clock in the afternoon he became very bad and at that time 
uttered his last coherent words. He had been told that I was present 
and he said, ‘Yes, I can see him.’ He also said something about his son 
Asahel . e he expressed a desire to see. 

“Dr. Winslow Anderson, formerly of Salt Lake, Dr. Buckley sulk Dr. , 
McMutt, a famous specialist, were in attendance and declared his condition 
to be very critical. After 6 p.m. Thursday he was in a state of coma up 
to the time of his death. At 12 0’clock mid-night I saw him and he was 
sleeping as peacefully and quietly as possible and his face wore a very 
pleasant expression. I felt his pulse and it gradually grew weaker and 
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weaker until it ceased to beat. His body was warm almost to the last. 
The end came Friday morning at 6:40 without a struggle of any kind.” 


ARRIVAL OF THE REMAINS. 


At the Rio Grande Western depot yesterday morning, there was a ale 
dued and saddened assemblage, waiting for the special train which had 
been tendered to President Joseph F. Smith by the officials of the Rio 
Grande Western road, to carry himself and the family of the deceased 
President Wilford Woodruff and other friends to meet the train that was 
bearing the remains of the dead President back to the people he loved so 
well and who in turn loved and respected him so much. 

The party that boarded the train which started northward at 5:30 a.m., 
had in it several of the sons and daughters and other near relatives of 
President Woodruff, besides all of the Apostles who were in the city, and 
included President Joseph F. Smith, President Lorenzo Snow, Apostles 
Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, Heber J. Grant, Anthon H. Lund 
and George Teasdale; Elders Joseph E. Taylor and Charles W. Penrose, of 
the Stake presidency, Elder George Reynolds, private secretary of the 
deceased President, W. C. Spence, the Church transportation agent, and 
D. S. Spencer, of the Oregon Short Line. 

_ When the special funeral car reached Ogden the party accompanying 

the remains, consisting of President Geo. Q. Cannon and Mrs. Cannon, 
Col. Isaac Trumbo, Bishop and Mrs. Clawson, Joseph J. Daynes, Jr., and 
Asahel H. Woodruff, joined the home party, and started for this city, 
reaching here at 9:30. At Ogden and all along the line to the city large 
crowds had gathered at the depots, and with bared heads and tearful eyes 
bore reverence to the loved dead. At the Rio Grande depot here a throng 
was waiting the train, and amid silence deep, impressive and respectful, 
the casket was transferred to the hearse, the procession was formed and 
all that was mortal of the honored leader was taken to Woodruff Villa, 
the home he had left so short a time ago. 


a 


THE FUNERAL. 


We Woodruffs funeral will be held in the Tabernacle on Thursday, 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. That much was decided on at a meeting of the 
Council of the Twelve Apostles held at the President's office at noon to- 
day. The details were referred to a committee consisting of Elders Brig- 
ham Young, Heber J. Grant and A. O. Woodruff, the latter a son of the 
deceased President. Elder Woodruff arrived home on an early train this 
morning from Canada, where he was when he learned by wire of the sad 
death of his honored father. 

The committee met again this afternoon with Thomas Hull acting as 
secretary and discussed the details of the funeral, which will be held, in 
all respects, according to President Woodruff's request and instructions. 
There will not & the slightest deviation in this regard if it can be 
avoided. 
The general committee 120 selected the allowing: 
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As Marshal of the day—Robert T. Burton. As his 3 
Wells, Reed Smoot, Brigham F. Grant. 

Committee on decorations— John R. Winder, chairman; Charles R. 
Savage, Nelson A. Empey, Spencer Clawsc 1. 

Committee on Music—Evan Stephens, chairman; Horace G. Whitney, 
George D. Pyper, Geo. W. Thatcher, Jr. 

Committee on Seating—John C. Cutler, chairman; Rodney C. Badger, | 
Milando Pratt, Charles J. Thomas. | 

As Secretary to the General Committee—Thomas Hull. 

The General Committee desire that all of the above parties shall meet 
with them at the President's office, at 7 o'clock this evening, when suit- 
able arrangements for additional aids and all other details pertaining to 
the funeral can be agreed upon. 

All associations, organizations, bands, etc., that desire eis take part in 
the funeral are requested to communicate at once with Thomas Hull, 
secretary, whose address is Templeton building, Salt Lake City. 


ABRAHAM O. WOODRUFF, 
BRIGHAM YOUNG, | 
HEBER J. GRANT, 

Getta 


INTERESTING INSTRUCTIONS BY HIMSELF AS TO THE Drsrosrrrox OF 
| His Bopy. 


Manip years ago President Brigham Young observing the e of 
the people towards expensive funerals and strongly deprecating such a 
custom requested the members of the Twelve Apostles to state in writing 
to him how they would like to have their own bodies laid away. Most of 
the Apostles did so and their letters are still on file. Some time subse- 
quent President Woodruff in a signed but undated document wrote this 
regarding himself: 

“Concerning My Death and Burial—I wish to say that at my death I 
wish the historian of the Church to publish a brief account of my life, 
labors and travels, as an Elder and an Apostle in the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. I wish my body washed clean, and clothed 
in clean white linen, according to the order of the Holy Priesthood, and 
put into a plain, decent coffin, made of native wood, with plenty of room. 

J do not wish any black made use of about my coffin, or about the vehicle 
that conveys my body to the grave. I do not wish my family or friends 
to wear any badge of mourning for me at my funeral or afterwards, for if 
I am true and faithful unto death there will be no necessity. for anyone 
to mourn for me. I have no directions to give concerning the services of 
my funeral, any further than it would be pleasing to me for as many of 
the Presidency and Twelve Apostles who may be present to speak as may 
be thought wisdom. Their speech will be to the living. If the laws and 
customs of the spirit world will permit, I should wish to attend my 
funeral myself; but I shall be governed by the counsel I receive in the 
spirit world. I wish a plain marble slab put at the head of my grave, 
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with my name and age, and that I died in the faith zof the Gospel of 
Christ and in the fellowship of the Saints. 
(Signed) WILFORD WOODRUFF, 
President of the Council of the Twelve — 


4 LOSS TO THE WORLD. 


F. 4 Wardleigb, general passenger agent of the Rio Grande Western, 
in behalf of that company, dictated the following letter to W. C. —— 
Church transportation agent: 

My Dear Sir:—We will arrange for a special traits to leave Salt Lake 
City for Ogden at 5:30 Sunday morning for the accommodation of Presi- 
dent Smith and party. On the return trip the car will be attached to the 
train with a funeral car. 

In tendering this slight accommodation we express to the Church offi- 
cials our sympathy with them in the great loss to the Church and the 
world at large of one who has so thoroughly commanded the respect and 
fidelity of those who were fortunate in knowing him. Sincerely, the Rio 
Grande Western —, yey, by F. A. Wardleigh. | 


SHORT LINE’S COURTEOUS OFFER. 


President iii F. Smith received the following letter this morning 
from General Manager W. H. Bancroft, of the Oregon Short Line: 
Dear Sir—If the Short Line can in any way aid you in bringing home 

the remains of President Woodruff, we will ſbe glad to furnish a train to 
take you and such others as you might desire to have go to Ogden, and 
return special at such hour as you might designate. Would also be 
pleased to furnish a private car for your personal use.” | 


THE UNION PACIFIC. 

General Agent H. M. Clay of the Union Pacific sent President Smith 
the following: 

“Dear Sir:—Beg to advise you that I am just in receipt of the following 
telegram from Mr. Lomax, general passenger and ticket agent of the 
Union Pacific, at Omaha, in the sentiment of which I earnestly join: 

“Kindly convey to the officials of the Mormon Church and the bereaved 
family our heartfelt sympathy in their loss of President Wilford Woodruff, 
with respectful = of any arene} we can render.’” 


MISHAPS AND NARROW ESCAPES. 


President Woodruff has been remarkable, not only for the work he has 
done, but for the vicissitudes and mishaps which he has encountered 
through his eventful life. When three years of age he fell into a caldron 
of boiling water, and it was nine months before he was considered out of 
danger. When five years old, he fell from the great beam of a barn, strik- 
ing on his.face; three months later he fell down stairs and broke an arm. 
Soon after, he broke his other arm. At six years old he was chased by a 

ovine, bub, he fell into a post-hole and the animal leaped over him, 
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The same year he broke both bones of one of his legs in his father’s saw mill. 
When seven years of age, a load of hay on which he was riding was tipped 
over upon him, and he was nearly suffocated. When eight years old, a 
wagon in which he was riding was turned over upon him, but he was not 
seriously injured. When nine years old, he fell from an elm tree, through 
the breaking of a dry limb, fifteen feet to the ground, and was supposed 
to be dead, but he recovered. When twelve years old, he was drowned in 
Farmington River, Conn., but was brought up by a young man from 
thirty feet of water. He suffered greatly in his restoration to life. When 
thirteen years of age, he became benumbed with cold, while walking 
through the meadows, and went into the sleep of death, becoming insen- 
sible, but was found and was restored. When fourteen years old, he split 
his in-step open with an axe, and was nine months getting well. At 
fifteen he was bitten in his left hand by a mad dog. At seventeen, he 
was thrown from an ill-tempered horse over the horse’s head on a steep 
hill amid the rocks; he landed over the rocks on his feet about a rod 
ahead. It broke his ‘left leg in two places and dislocated both his ankles. 
In eight weeks he was out of doors on crutches. In 1827, while attempting 
to clear the ice out of a water-wheel, a full head of water was turned on, 
his feet slipped into the wheel, but he plunged forward head first into three 
feet of water and escaped being crushed to death. In 1831, he was again 
caught in a wheel twenty feet in diameter, but leaped through to the 
bottom and was thrown out against a ragged stone wall, and escaped 
with a few bruises. During the winter of that year he suffered severely | 
from lung fever. In 1833, the day he was baptized, a horse, newly sharp 
shod, kicked a hat oft his head, and ten minutes afterwards he was thrown 
from a sleigh, without any box, on which he was driving, lighting between 
the horses, and was dragged with the sleigh on him to the bottom of a hill 
on a snow path, but escaped unharmed. In 1834 he narrowly escaped 
death twice from the discharge of fire arms, a rifle ball passing within a 
few inches of his breast, and a musket, heavily loaded, being snapped 
with the muzzle pointed at his breast. In April, 1839, in Rochester, III., 

while riding on the forward axle tree of a wagon, he was thrown so that 
his head and shoulders were dragging. His horses took fright and 
dragged him about half a mile till they ran into a high fence. He was 
bruised, but no bones were broken. While going to St. Louis, in July 
1842, he had a severe attack of bilious fever, and on returning to Nauvoo, 
in August, was confined to his bed for forty days, and appeared to be 
stricken with death, but he recovered by the manifestation of the power 
of God. September 12, 1843, at 5 p.m., he left Boston on the Portland 
Express; six miles south of Kennebunk. After dark, the train was 
wrecked, several cars were smashed to pieces, the engineer was killed, 
some of the passengers had bones broken, but he escaped unhurt. Octo- 
ber 5, 1846, when with the camp of the Saints on the west bank of the 
Missouri river, while cutting some timber, he was crushed by a falling 
tree, his breast bone and three ribs on the left side were broken, his left 
arm, hip and thigh were badly bruised, and he was internally injured, | 
yet he rode two and a half miles over a rough road and was then carried 
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to his wagon, when President Brigham Young and his counselors laid 
hands upon him and rebuked his pain. He had no physician, was able to 
walk in twenty days, and in thirty days from the time he was hurt he 
was able to work again. On the 21st of April, 1856, while helping to 
move an ox that had died from poison and had been skinned, his arm 
was inocculated with the virus, and seven days afterward he began to 
swell, and his whole system appeared to be impregnated with the poison, 
President Young administered to him and promised him he should re- 
cover and live to finish the work appointed to him on earth. He subse- 
quently recovered, although dead flesh had to be removed from his arm 
with instruments and lunar caustio. 

Notwithstanding all these sufferings, President Woodruff was a hale, 
vigorous and active man up to the time of his demise. When younger, he 
was able to walk forty or fifty miles a day, and in one case walked sixty 
miles. He attended regularly to his official duties, spending nearly every 

day at his office, meeting with his associates in the — with the 
directors of a number of associations with which he was connected, and 
until recently worked occasionally on his farm or in his garden. He was 
in the full possession of his faculties. He was of medium height, with a 
well set figure and of quick and active habits. He has always been 
strictly temperate, and had profound faith in the providence of God, and 
in the principles of the Church over which he presided. He possessed 
the confidence and esteem, not only of the Latter-day Saints, but of all 
classes of people who differed with him in faith, but who had become 
acquainted with his sterling honesty and integrity, simplicity of manners, 
unostentatious life and faithful adherence to his sincere convictions. He 
was one of the remarkable figures in the closing scenes of the most re- 
markable century in the history of the world. 


OUR FAST DAY. 


THE object of keeping the first Sabbath in every month as a fast day, 
among the Latter-day Saints at home and abroad, is but partially under- 
stood by many of the recent converts to the Church of Jesus Christ. ‘The 
day if properly kept and the fast observed by the body of the Church, 
will result in choice blessings being poured forth upon the Saints assembled. 

After the opening exercises, if any have been received into the church 
by baptism, and have not been confirmed at the waters edge, the ordinance 
of laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, generally receives 
first attention. After which the blessing of children at the hands of the 
Elders is attended to, and our Heavenly Father is importuned by his 
authorized ministers to bestow heaven’s choicest blessings upon the inno- 
cent babes committed to our care, and we, through the power of the 
priesthood, are made acquainted with a portion of the earthly mission 
that our children are destined to fulfill, under the guidance of their | 
guardian angels and the direction of their parents. | 

After the confirmations and blessing of children, the bottles or vessels 
containing oil for administering to the sick in the household of faith, are 
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